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Al implementation partner checklist

Al Ethics & Governance
Prepared by the RankGlobal Research Team - Reviewed 27 October 2026

Buy Al governance implementation around a named application and its decisions. Ask for an inventory, risk-specific
evaluation requirements, integrated approvals, incident routing and maintained evidence. Select a partner who can
demonstrate these controls in an Al engineering workflow, then separate implementation fees from assessment-tool
licences, evaluation consumption and ongoing control maintenance.

WHO THIS BUYER GUIDE IS FOR

Al owners, risk teams, technology leaders and procurement teams commissioning governance or assurance
work.

Fill the fields and checkboxes in a compatible PDF reader, then save a separate copy for each candidate. You can also print this guide.
No information is submitted.

Project / Al workflow Candidate Al partner

Decision owner Review date

01 AI service hiring and delivery checks

|:| Name the Al systems, decisions and accountable approval owners.

Verify a comparable Al control implementation and exception record.

Map model, data and release-system integrations.

Price evidence tooling, evaluation usage and connector maintenance separately.
Confirm reusable policy templates versus custom technical controls.

Secure evidence exports, configuration ownership and supplier-exit access.

Odoondn

Train reviewers using a failed Al release scenario.

|:| Accept runbooks, incident routing and reassessment responsibilities before handover.

Open the current Al Ethics & Governance provider directory

Read the full guides: Al use cases & scope - Costs & ROl - Choosing a partner - Build your brief
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Al module cost context & offline quote notes

Illustrative upfront engineering budgets: the topic-specific effort assumptions below are multiplied by Upwork’s published
$35-860/hour marketplace band. These are planning examples, not surveyed module prices, provider quotations or enterprise fees.
Tools, hardware, tax and ongoing support are extra; supplier minimums may exceed these examples.

Owned Al inventory starter - $1,960-$6,720

56-112 assumed engineering hours. Configure one application inventory, named owners and a reviewed use-case intake route
using existing system descriptions.

One-application release assurance gate - $5,040-$17,280

144-288 assumed engineering hours. Connect one release pipeline to agreed evaluation records, a reviewer approval and a
failed-test exception route.

Supplier-change evidence workflow - $11,200-$33,600

320-560 assumed engineering hours. Connect an agreed supplier register, evidence requests, change notifications and an

auditable review history with exportable records.

Source: Upwork: Al engineer cost guide

Optional offline quotation notes: record actual supplier figures in one currency and identify included scope, usage limits and
exclusions.

Discovery & readiness - one-time

Build & integration - one-time

Evaluation & deployment - one-time

Training & handover - one-time

Third-party tools, models & APIs - monthly

Infrastructure & monitoring - monthly

Maintenance & support - monthly

Usage assumptions, exclusions and questions to resolve

Add the one-time rows for initial investment. Annualize monthly rows for operating cost; include variable usage and human review.
Avoid counting the same managed-service charge both as a platform fee and a direct APl expense.
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Compare Al project scope

Qualitative scope inclusion, not measured cost or complexity. Core = explicitly scope the work; Conditional = confirm missing inputs;
Defer = outside this narrowly bounded scenario.

Workstream One-application Connected release Governance
control review gate operating service

Application and decision inventory Core Core Core

Live integration - Model registry or Al Defer Core Core

application inventory

Live integration - CI/CD and evaluation Conditional Conditional Core
pipeline

Risk-specific release evidence Core Core Core
Live support - Governance operating service Conditional Core Core

One-application control review

Review one Al application and its release evidence with the accountable owner; record missing controls without
blocking live releases.

Boundary: Use approved samples covering application and decision inventory. Live model registry or Al application
inventory access is excluded unless the acceptance test requires it; the named pilot reviewer retains operating
responsibility.

Connected release gate

Connect an approved application inventory to one release pipeline, with staff handling failed evaluations.

Boundary: Include the agreed model registry or Al application inventory connection. Confirm whether ci/cd and
evaluation pipeline access is needed for this release; additional sites, departments or channels need a separate scope
decision.

Governance operating service

Maintain controls across application owners, model versions, release gates and incident routing.

Boundary: List the assets, volumes and users covered by governance operating service. Agree monitoring, handover
and ongoing support for application and decision inventory before expanding coverage.
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02 How do we turn Al governance policies into controls that
work in our release process?

Start with one Al application, its intended decisions and the people authorized to release or restrict it. An
implementation partner should connect that inventory to risk-specific tests, approval gates and incident handling
inside your delivery tools. Request a demonstration using a failed evaluation and a material model change, with
exportable evidence showing who decided what. Scope inventory connectors, assessment configuration, recurring
evaluation, evidence retention and staff handover separately; a policy document alone does not establish an operating
control.

Application and decision inventory

Ask the Al team to inspect: A sample Al workflow, model supplier list and the people authorized to approve releases.

Estimation impact: More distinct applications and decision owners increase assessment and configuration effort.

Evidence availability
Ask the Al team to inspect: Existing model evaluations, risk records, data-flow diagrams and incidents.

Estimation impact: Missing or inconsistent evidence creates discovery and testing work before automation can be
scoped.

Release and exception process
Ask the Al team to inspect: A recent change request and a case that should have been blocked.

Estimation impact: Multiple approval systems or informal overrides add connector and workflow redesign scope.

03 Systems, tools and Al integration boundaries

Model registry or Al application inventory
Al service requirement: Associate models, versions and intended uses with accountable owners.

Scope check: Check identifiers, update events and whether vendor-hosted tools expose the necessary metadata.

CI/CD and evaluation pipeline
Al service requirement: Attach test evidence and required approvals to the proposed release.

Scope check: Define which gates are automated and how reviewers handle unavailable or failed evaluations.

Risk, ticketing and incident systems
Al service requirement: Route findings and preserve investigation history.

Scope check: Confirm evidence retention, access roles and export behavior before selecting a connector.

04 External software and operating costs

Governance or evidence platform
Charging unit or cost driver: Subscription seats, applications or assessed systems, depending on the product.

Ask before approving the quote: Ask who contracts with the supplier and what happens to historical evidence on exit.
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Evaluation infrastructure

Charging unit or cost driver: Compute, model calls and test datasets consumed during recurring assessments.

Ask before approving the quote: Estimate assessment frequency and representative evaluation volume, not just initial
setup.

Evidence storage and retention

Charging unit or cost driver: Stored records, audit logs, backup and retrieval requirements.

Ask before approving the quote: Separate mandatory retention from convenient duplication and define deletion
responsibilities.

Connector and control maintenance

Charging unit or cost driver: Support effort for APl changes, new model suppliers and revised control workflows.

Ask before approving the quote: Specify included changes, review availability and charges for materially new
applications.

05 Reusable components, licensing and ownership

Inventory schemas and assessment templates

They can accelerate setup, but each intended use still needs its own risk ownership and technical evidence.

Reusable evaluation and approval connectors

Confirm supported APlIs, source access and adaptation rights; a connector does not supply the control judgment.

06 Staff training, documentation and support

Training and adoption
* Train application owners to register model, data-source and purpose changes with the evidence reviewers need.

* Have reviewers practise rejecting a release, documenting an exception and reopening an assessment after a
material change.

Documents and technical assets
* Deliver the system inventory, owner matrix and control-to-test mapping in editable formats.
* Document approval permissions, evidence locations, retention settings and export procedures.

* Provide an incident runbook and a change-trigger checklist for reassessment.

Maintenance and support
* Name the team responsible for broken evidence feeds, evaluation failures and urgent release questions.

* Agree periodic control checks and the boundary between included maintenance and assessment of a new Al use.

07 From business requirement to working Al service

Al governance implementation services: turn policies into working controls

An Al governance engagement should deliver an operating mechanism for the systems you actually use. That can
include an Al inventory, evaluation requirements, release approvals, incident routing and evidence collection. Ask
which controls the partner will implement in your engineering and procurement tools, which decisions remain with your
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organization, and how the process changes when a model or use case changes.

A policy workshop and a production governance implementation are different scopes. The right team needs enough Al
engineering knowledge to inspect prompts, retrieval permissions, model changes and evaluation results, alongside
organizational risk experience. Assess a comparable control implementation rather than accepting a framework logo
as proof. Agree the systems covered, business owners, evidence requirements and handover before requesting a fixed
implementation quote.

08 How an Al governance partner should implement the control
workflow
Use a named Al application as the pilot so the inventory, assessment and approval process can be tested end to end.

1. Map the application and accountable decisions

Inventory model providers, data flows, human review and consequential actions. Identify the business owner who can
accept a residual risk; do not assign that authority to the software developer by default.

Accountable team: Al governance lead and application owner

Data / system: Al inventory, architecture diagram and vendor register

2. Translate requirements into executable evidence

Specify risk-specific tests, review records and approval conditions. Connect required evidence to existing delivery
tooling so teams do not maintain a detached spreadsheet with no relationship to releases.

Accountable team: Al assurance engineer and delivery lead

Data / system: Evaluation pipeline, ticketing platform and source repository

3. Trial release and exception handling

Walk one model update and one failed evaluation through the approval process. Verify who can override a gate, what is
recorded, and whether unresolved evidence is visible to reviewers.

Accountable team: Release owner and control reviewer

Data / system: Change-management workflow and evidence store

4. Train owners and maintain the controls

Teach application teams how to register changes, investigate incidents and update assessments. Agree the cadence
for control testing and who maintains connectors after the implementation team leaves.

Accountable team: Control owners and support engineer

Data / system: Operating runbooks, training environment and monitoring queue

09 AI use cases and evaluation requirements

1. Inventory and use-case intake

Introduce a structured intake before new Al functionality enters delivery. Route proposed uses according to their
decision consequences and data access.

Inputs: System descriptions, vendor lists and existing approval routes.
Al partner deliverables: An owned inventory, intake form and escalation rules.
Measure the result: Coverage of active uses, unknown owners and time to resolve incomplete intake.

Failure to test: An inventory counts purchased tools but misses embedded Al features.
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2. Pre-release assurance

Evaluate one deployed or proposed system against its actual risk scenarios. Trace findings to engineering changes and
repeatable release tests.

Inputs: Architecture, evaluation records, access paths and affected-user scenarios.
Al partner deliverables: A scoped assessment with test evidence, limitations and remediation owners.
Measure the result: Material findings resolved or explicitly restricted before release.

Failure to test: The supplier treats a generic questionnaire as a completed technical assessment.

3. Supplier governance

Inspect the evidence and contractual dependencies of external model or platform suppliers. Define what changes
must be communicated to the customer.

Inputs: Supplier documentation, data-flow diagrams and proposed service terms.
Al partner deliverables: An evidence request pack and supplier-change review procedure.
Measure the result: Unresolved dependency questions and changes reviewed before expanded use.

Failure to test: A provider logo or assurance badge replaces system-specific due diligence.

4. Incident and change oversight

Connect Al-related incidents to support processes and review the consequences of a material system change.
Inputs: Complaints, overrides, model versions and incident records.

Al partner deliverables: An incident taxonomy, notification route and reassessment triggers.

Measure the result: Time to identify the accountable owner and close corrective actions.

Failure to test: Technical failures are logged but affected-user consequences are never examined.

10 Specialist team and relevant deployment evidence

Al risk practitioner
Turns intended uses and affected-user consequences into proportionate assessments.

Evidence to request: A redacted assessment showing assumptions, unresolved risks and a resulting decision.

Evaluation or assurance engineer
Checks whether technical claims can be tested and whether results justify a release boundary.

Evidence to request: A test plan linked to controls, with failures and retest evidence.

Operating-model designer
Integrates approval and exception handling into existing delivery routines.

Evidence to request: A working intake, release and change process used by named owners.

Domain and legal specialists
Interpret sector consequences and relevant obligations within their professional remit.

Evidence to request: Clear scope of advice, qualifications where applicable and documented handoffs.
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11 Al implementation milestones and acceptance gates

Discover the actual Al estate
Select representative systems, interview decision owners and identify where releases bypass current oversight.

Acceptance gate: Agree inventory boundaries and material gaps before writing policy.

Design arisk-tiered operating model
Set assessment depth, approval rights, evidence requirements and exception expiry rules for different use types.

Acceptance gate: Owners can explain the route for a new proposal and an urgent exception.

Pilot the controls on real systems
Run an intake, an assessment and a release decision; revise controls that cannot produce useful evidence.

Acceptance gate: A completed decision record contains test evidence and accountable actions.

Transfer and exercise

Train owners, rehearse an incident and establish recurring checks without depending on the consultant for every
decision.

Acceptance gate: Internal staff can process a material change using the delivered artifacts.

12 Project scope and quotation questions

Breadth of the system estate
Many departments and hidden supplier dependencies increase discovery effort.

Ask in the quotation: Are embedded Al features and third-party platforms included in the inventory scope?

Depth of technical testing
Document review, adversarial testing and control implementation are different deliverables.

Ask in the quotation: Which findings will be tested directly rather than inferred from interviews?

Sector and jurisdiction coverage
Specialist interpretation and coordination can require several professional disciplines.

Ask in the quotation: Who provides qualified advice, and what remains outside this engagement?

Operational integration
Connecting evidence to release, incident and procurement tools takes more work than producing templates.

Ask in the quotation: Does the price include implementation and a pilot, or only recommendations?
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13 Hiring and comparing Al implementation partners

Implemented controls in real Al delivery
Ask: Show an Al release that passed through controls your team built.
Useful evidence: Redacted test evidence, approval records and a demonstrated exception route.

Warning sign: Only a policy deck or an accreditation claim is offered.

Candidate notes

Risk-to-test traceability

Ask: How would you test a retrieval-permission change in our assistant?

Useful evidence: A mapped risk, test case, accountable reviewer and release condition.
Warning sign: Every system receives the same checklist without technical inspection.

Candidate notes

Integration and evidence ownership
Ask: Which inventory and delivery connectors are included, and who owns the evidence?
Useful evidence: An interface list, access design and exportable evidence records.

Warning sign: The control history can only be viewed inside a proprietary consultant portal.

Candidate notes

Operational handover
Ask: Who maintains the assessment when a model, supplier or purpose changes?
Useful evidence: Named control owners, training exercises and an updated-assessment demonstration.

Warning sign: Annual reassessment is sold without explaining intervening changes.

Candidate notes

14 Demonstrations, trial terms and hiring commitments

Ask whether a no-cost demonstration, sandbox or representative-sample evaluation is available. A free consultation
does not imply free implementation; custom pilots are often paid. Agree workflow scope, what is free, usage limits,
when billing starts, data handling, acceptance evidence, output ownership and the exit path before supplying data.

Relevant demonstration: An owned inventory, intake form and escalation rules.

Failure to introduce: An inventory counts purchased tools but misses embedded Al features.
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15 Practical Al buying tips

* Ask bidders to walk one actual system through their proposed process.
* Separate policy drafting, assessment, technical testing and implementation in the statement of work.

* Evaluate whether staff can challenge a result without first understanding an opaque scoring formula.

16 Questions buyers ask about AI implementation

Which Al application should we govern first?

Choose an application with an identifiable owner, known users and a decision whose consequences you can describe.
Map its model suppliers, data access and downstream actions before selecting a control platform. This gives the
implementation team a bounded release to assess and lets your reviewers test whether findings actually change
deployment decisions.

What should happen when an Al model or supplier changes?

Record the change against the application inventory, identify affected evaluations and route the resulting evidence to
the release owner. Ask the developer to configure reassessment triggers for model versions, permissions and intended
use. A blanket annual review does not show how your team handles an important change between review dates.

Can governance software replace our technical Al assessment?

A platform can organize inventories, approvals and evidence, but your team still needs system-specific tests and
accountable decisions. Ask the partner to trace a risk through a test result to a release condition. Confirm which
technical assessment, domain review and specialist advice are included rather than assuming a subscription supplies
them.

What determines the cost of implementing Al governance?

Estimate distinct applications, decision owners, evidence gaps and delivery-system connectors. A consistent inventory
with existing test records requires different work from reconstructing an undocumented application estate. Separate

initial assessment and control configuration from platform licences, recurring evaluation compute and the staff effort
needed to resolve findings.

Which recurring governance costs belong in the business case?

Include evidence-platform charges, assessment model calls or compute, retained logs and connector maintenance.
State how often applications are reassessed and who reviews unresolved findings. Count new suppliers or materially
new applications as explicit change assumptions so the operating budget does not depend on an undefined promise of
ongoing compliance.

How can we measure value from Al governance implementation?

Compare inventory coverage, unresolved ownership, review turnaround and material findings closed before release
against your current process. Track reviewer effort as well as automation. These measures establish whether controls
operate more consistently; they do not justify assigning a guaranteed financial value to hypothetical incidents that
have not occurred.

How do we verify a partner has implemented Al controls rather than written policies?

Request a redacted release record showing the application version, test evidence, approval and treatment of a failed
gate. Ask the proposed engineers to recreate the exception route in a demonstration. Check their responsibility for the
implemented connectors and workflow, rather than treating a policy deck or provider badge as delivery evidence.
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What evidence should we be able to export when the governance engagement ends?

Require the application inventory, risk-to-test mapping, assessment records, approval history and incident routes in
usable formats. Identify source-code and configuration rights for custom connectors. Have your staff export a sample
history during handover so continued access does not depend entirely on a consultant-controlled portal.

Who should maintain our Al governance workflow after launch?

Assign application owners for evidence updates, technical owners for tests and connectors, and reviewers for release
decisions. Ask the partner to train them on a model-change scenario and an incident. The support agreement should
distinguish routine configuration maintenance from new application assessments and specialist advice outside the
implementation scope.

17 Primary sources and editorial scope

1. NIST Al RMF Core

Primary background for the Govern, Map, Measure and Manage functions; voluntary risk-management guidance, not a
certification.

https://airc.nist.gov/airmf-resources/airmf/5-sec-core/

2. NIST Al RMF Playbook

Suggested actions supporting the framework. The proposed procurement and operating-model checks here are original
buyer guidance.

https://www.nist.gov/itl/ai-risk-management-framework/nist-ai-rmf-playbook

3. NIST Generative Artificial Intelligence Profile

Primary voluntary guidance for generative-Al risk management. Operational metrics and procurement implications are
RankGlobal editorial recommendations.

https://www.nist.gov/publications/artificial-intelligence-risk-management-framework-generative-artificial-intelligence

Original Al-service buying guidance. Verify current interfaces, licences, data rights and provider evidence. No supplier
certification, project quotation or guaranteed outcome is implied.
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